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MESSAGE FROM MRS. BRANCH
Students worked to show Responsibility during the month of November.
Students particularly worked to show responsibility in the cafeteria by
earning feathers for their grade-level turkeys. We are very proud of their
efforts to use appropriate volume and work together to keep the
cafeteria clean. 
Please note a change in the November School Calendar-there is NO SCHOOL for students on
Monday, 11/22 or Tuesday, 11/23 which means there will be NO SCHOOL for SDMA students during
the entire week of Thanksgiving (November 22-26). Have a safe and enjoyable holiday with your
families! 
~Mrs. Shannon Branch, Principal

STUDENT ATTENDANCE/CONTACT OFFICE
If you have contacted your child's teacher because your child will not be in attendance, has an
appointment, or will be getting picked up early, please also contact our school o�ce clerical staff to
notify them of this important information as well. Our o�ce clerical staff can be reached at 715-232-
3898, heidi_kile@msd.k12.wi.us or krista_kelley@msd.k12.wi.us 
Miss Heidi or Miss Kelley are more than happy to answer any questions that you may have regarding
your child's attendance or appointments.
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WAKANDA WEEK OF GRATITUDE
Our Wakanda Week of Gratitude was a tremendous success! We are
extremely grateful for the generosity displayed from the students and
families of our Wakanda Stars! Thank you for bringing donations
throughout the entire week as we had an overwhelming response of
generosity. Faculty and representatives from our Leadership Club will be
bringing our donations to Stepping Stones of Dunn County.

WAKANDA COLD WEATHER
EXPECTATIONS
With the weather changing and colder temperatures here, please be sure
to send warm outdoor clothing with your child. If you are in need of
warm outdoor clothing/gear, please let us know as we would be happy
to assist you in getting these items for your family.

BULLYING RESOURCES
Students helped create our school Unity Tree by making a leaf,
detailing a pledge to be kind, and sharing how they can stand up to
bullying-they did this through drawing a picture or writing a kind
message. 
In our resources this month, we also provided a quick guide for
parents on bullying prevention.

BOOK FAIR
We will be having a Scholastic Book Fair December 6-10th from
3:30-4:00pm. We will also be offering an extended evening shopping
night for parents/guardians on Thursday, December 9th from 5:00-
7:00pm. Please be on the lookout for information regarding the
easiest way to shop at the fair, using the e-Wallet system as well as
volunteer opportunities. Mark your calendars for December 6-10th
and plan to �nd some holiday books for your Wakanda Star!
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KINDERGARTEN 
November was an exciting month in kindergarten! In math, we �nished up our unit on numbers to 10.
We began learning about 2D and 3D shapes. In writer's workshop, the students enjoyed writing books
about themselves and the things that they like. We also wrote about being thankful. In reader's
workshop, the students enjoyed looking closely at familiar texts. In social studies, we studied long
ago and today. Students learned about how life long ago was the same and different from life today.
We also visited the Rassbach museum to learn about what Menomonie was like long ago. The
students enjoyed seeing artifacts and transportation from long ago and even going into an old
schoolhouse. We ended the month of November with a Friendship Breakfast, showing gratitude for
our friends, our school, and delicious food!  
 
FIRST GRADE 
First Graders have been amazing mathematicians learning how to add three addends together and
then how to make 10 to add bigger numbers together easier. It's many steps but the �rst graders are
conquering the concept. We have been working hard on our How To Books. Adding more details to
their writing and illustrations. We can't wait to share our �nished books. Lastly, we are proud to
announce the First Graders have earned their detective badges. They have completed the units on
Word Detectives in reading and phonics using what they know to solve many words. We will be
celebrating!! 
 
SECOND GRADE
We have so much to be thankful for in second grade! The second graders are making so many great
gains and are learning so much every day. We are so thankful to spend time each day with such a
great bunch of kids! 
We are focusing on non�ction in reading and writing. We are researching animals and each student
chose an animal to focus on. We will incorporate non�ction text features into the books we are
writing such as headings, table of contents, and glossaries. 
In reading we are learning strategies for reading non�ction text.
In math we are starting a long and important unit focusing on adding and subtracting two and three
digit numbers. We teach many strategies to solve these problems and will be practicing this skill for a
few months. We begin by building the numbers and adding to gain understanding, and then move to
the standard way of solving the problems.  
We are learning about our past and will be "traveling" west in our pioneer unit. We are looking forward
to learning what life was like during the 1800s and the challenges of traveling west. 
We wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving with your families! 
 
THIRD GRADE 
November was another busy month in third grade. This month our 3rd grade authors will be �nishing
up their informational masterpieces. Each student wrote a book about something they were an
“expert” on. We are looking forward to learning a lot as they share their books with the class. In math
we �nished our measurement module. We continue to work on being �uent with the multiplication
facts. In Social Studies we have been studying maps. Magnets were a big hit in science! We ended
our week reading Balloons Over Broadway and had our own Macy’s Thanksgiving Day “balloon �oat”
parade.  



SCHOOL HOURS
8:30A.M. is our Warning Bell 
8:35A.M. is our Start Time-Attendance is Taken 
3:30P.M. is our Dismissal Time

 
FOURTH GRADE 
Research, research and more research! After learning non�ction reading strategies, the boys and girls
have used these skills to learn about extreme weather events. We will spend the next few weeks using
our new learning to research a topic of our choice and then learn how to display that knowledge with
a google slideshow.
We are in the middle of the third math module. The students are learning multi-digit multiplication and
long division. There are a bunch of new math vocabulary words for the 4th graders too: multiples,
factors, prime, composite…. just to name a few.
We will start a study of energy after the Thanksgiving break. We begin by doing experiments that help
the students learn how speed, height, and collisions interact.
Persuasive essays �ll our writing workshop. Interesting claims that are being developed are: “Kids
should have cell phones.” “Door County is a great place for a vacation.” “Culvers is the best
restaurant.” “Minecraft is the best video game.” “People should do crafts.”
We wish all our Wakanda Star families a very happy Thanksgiving. We are thankful for our amazing
fourth graders.
 
FIFTH GRADE 
Project-based learning has a rich history in Wakanda 5th Grade, and we could not be more proud of
our 2021 Jr. Park Rangers! In the "U" phase of our L.A.U.N.C.H. Design Thinking Process, we seek to
Understand the Process of turning our national park research into meaningful Ranger Talks for our
classmates. We use the A.C.O.V.A. Framework from author Erik Palmer to help build our talks. This
acronym reminds us to focus on the needs of our Audience, our Content, our Organization, our
Visuals, and our Attire, or what we plan to wear to present! We will conclude our Non-Fiction Reading
& Writing Units by writing non-�ction texts. The Age of Exploration is upon us in Social Studies Class.
We will take to the high seas and see if we have what it takes to make it to the "New" World. We
wrapped up our Earth & Sun Study in Science Class. Our scientists now know a bit more about what
causes shadows, the phases of our moon, and interactions in the Solar System! We are nearing the
mid-way point of our second module in our Math Workshop. Students have been working hard on
multi-digit whole numbers and decimal multiplication. In this season of Thanksgiving, we give thanks
for the curious, energetic students we get to learn alongside each day!  
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Second Graders in Action!

11/22 - 11/26 - N0 SCHOOL 
11/30 - TRIMESTER 1 ENDS 
12/6 - 12/10 - BOOK FAIR 3:30-4:00PM 
12/9 - BOOK FAIR PARENT ONLY SHOPPING NIGHT 5:00-7:00PM 
12/23 - 12/31 - NO SCHOOL 
1/3 - SCHOOL RESUMES

@SDMA_Wakanda

Contact Information

801 Pine Avenue E Menomonie,… 715-232-3898

wk.sdmaonline.com
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